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Abstract

As conservation of biodiversity is one of important issues in agricultural policy
especially in recent years, some agricultural practices for conserving biodiversity
(bio-friendly farming) have been implemented. Bio-friendly agricultural production has
both negative and positive impact on the regional economy. Therefore, it is important for
biodiversity conservation policy to understand which impact is larger.

This study evaluates impacts on regional economy (both negative and positive) by
shifting from conventional rice farming to bio-friendly one, using a case study of
bio-friendly (conserving white stokes) rice farming in Toyooka city in Hyogo prefecture,
and applying the input- output (I0) analysis, then considers if bio-friendly rice farming
brings economic co-benefit on regional economy.

The results shows that conversion to bio-friendly rice faming from conventional
farming has high induced effect (multiplier is 1.57), and that positive effect is larger
than negative effect, and this implies that conversion to bio-friendly rice faming brings
economic co-benefit to regional economy. However, most of the effect belongs to the
agricultural sector and effects on other sectors are small. This result shows that the

co-benefit is not widespread among regional economy.



